
Desai, Sudhir 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Desai, Sudhir 
Monday, September 28,2015 5:07PM 
Rogers, Joan 
Fw: Public Records Request dated Sept 28 response 
door to door list pdf 

FYI. Per our discussion Joan. 

Thank you. 

Sudhir 

From: Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2015 4:48PM 
To: Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir; Larry Essman 
Cc: Robert Forrey; Ruth Marasek; Councilmember Gene Meadows 
Subject: Fw: Public Records Request dated Sept. 28 response 

Gary and Sudhir: 

Please see attached per my request. 

Thank you. 

Jane 

M. Jane Murray 
WlNW.wegottroublerighthereinrivercitv.blogspotcom 

WeGotTroubleRightHerelnRiverCity 
Portsmouth's City Manager from Dr. Robert Forrey's Rive1· Vices 
(excerpt) "Allen is sure he knows how to stop people laughing at 
Portsmouth because he recently was a 

Read more ... 

----- Forwarded Message -----
From: John Haas <JHaas@portsmouthoh.org> 

· To: "mjanemurray@yahoo.com" <mjanemurray@yahoo.com> 
Cc: Derek Allen <DAIIen@portsmouthoh.org> 
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Sent: M:>flday, September 28, 2015 5:10PM 
Subject: Public Records Request dated Sept. 28 response 

Dear Ms. Murray: 

Mr. Allen forwarded your September 28, 2015 public records request to me for response. 

Attached please find the two page list of home inspections conducted by city employees on 
July 14, 2015 and the notes related to each inspection. 

John R. Haas 
City of Portsmouth 
Office of the City Solicitor 
728 Second Street 

· Portsmouth, Ohio 45662 
(7 40) 353-5229 
(7 40) 353-0136 fax 

Confidentiality Note: This message is intended for use only by the individual or entity to which 
it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged, confidential, and exempt from 
disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or 
the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you 
are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is 
strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify me 
immediately at the above telephone number. Thank you. 
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CITY OF PORTSMOUTH 
1/\IVE/\ITORY OF HOME 1/\ISPECTI0/\15 

CONDUCTED ON JULY 14, 2015 

EXHIBIT 38 

__ ---------INS~~---,AODRE55------- --------s-y,c;rus---------------------- collifMENTS ___ _ CONTACT SATISFIED 

/'-__ 
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DA 
DA 
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DA 
DA 
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DA 
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1 
DA 
2 
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DA 
1 

DA 
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RD 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

2 

1902 25th 
1922 25th 
1924 25th 
1926 25th 

2501 Shawnee 

2502 Shawnee 
2505 Shawnee . 

2506 Shawnee 

2510 Shawnee 

2582 Shawnee 
2604 Shawnee 
2612 Shawnee 
2614 Shawnee 

2615 Shawnee 
2617 Shawnee 
2620 Shawnee 

2623 Shawnee 
2624 Shawnee 
2626 Shawnee 
2629 Shawnee 
2630 Shawnee 
2634 Shawnee 
2635 Shawnee 

2638 Shawnee 
2639 Shawnee 

2642 Shawnee 

2645 Shawnee 
2646 Shawnee 
2650 Shawnee 

2651 Shawnee 
2653 Shawnee 

Yes 

Wet~sewage smell 
Dry 

Yes 

Yes-sewage smell 
3-4" 

No answer 

No damage 

No basement 

Black grtt 
No answer 

No answer 

No 

No damage (stream) 

Yes 
Veryfittle-rain 
Damaged basement 
Yes sewage 

No basement 

No answer 

Very little-Laminate 

No answer 
Sewage back-up 

Very little 
No 

Yes rainwater 
Standing sewage water 

Hamilton 

Felts 

Spradlin 

Curt Brock, Linda Brock 

Huffman 

Melissa Adkins 
Henning 
Lauden 
Melissa Barry 

Van Deusan 

Dave Huffman-Janet 
Day 

Crystal Shepherd 

740-876-8277 

740-352-7836 

740~981-7199 

740-355-0620 

Received ph msg from daughter, 7/15 (Tammy Caid, 740-941-0000} 
Returned call4:55. Told her I would stop by house. 
Took pies of floor drains. Carriied rugs (3) to back deck to dry. 
Very slow flood drain was still retaining water. I said she needs to call plumber. 
Yes 

Very yes 

No 

No answer 

No answer 
No answer 

2 2654 Shawnee No answer 
RD Follow-up call (7/16, 2 pm} 2'u water-insurance cleanup-fans-dehumidifier 

Basement drain 

RO 2302 Grandview 
RD 2305 Grandview 
RD 2309 Grandview 
RD 2325 Grandview 
RD 2320 Grandview 
RD 2329 Grandview 
RD 2330 Grandview 

No answer 

Mary Pel!egrimon-daughter 
Helen Zoe!lner-owner 

5-6' cirde around floor drain ln basement 
5-6" in basement Marasek 
No problem 

Lots 

No answer 

Seisson 

Little bit, dear, typical, no problem 

740-353-6276 

YES 
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DA 
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DA 
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ADDRESS 

233-1 Grandview 

2334 Grandview 

2336 Grandview 

2399 Grandview 

2400 Grandview 

2403 Grandview 

2407 Grandview 

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH 

INVENTORY OF HOME INSPECTIONS 

CONDUCTED 01\1 JULY 14, Z015 

STATUS COMMENTS 

No answer 

Sump pump failed, using wet vac, dear water 

Always a little water from small weephole-no more than normal 

No answer 

Clear-cleaned up-OK 

No basement 

Could open basement door 

Returned 7/16 with pliers. Water in basement. 

2410 Grandview No answer 

2411 Grandview Back...:up through floor drain 

2417 Grandview None 

2420 Grandview No answer 

2421 Grandview None 

2429 Grandview No answer 

2511 Grandview No 

2604 Grandview No basement-no flooding 

2610 Grandview No answer 

2615 Grandview No answer 

2619 Grandview No answer 

2620 Grandview No answer 

2625 Grandview Yes -rain water on !y 

2632 Grandview No al!swer 

2635 Grandview Yes -rain water only 

Very little 

2636 Grandview No answer 

2650 Grandview No water-crawl space 

2654 Grandview No answer 

2655 Grandview No answer 

2658 Grandview No answer 

2702 Grandview No answer 

2705 Grandview Dry 

2706 Grandview Dry 

2708 Grandview Little wet around drian 

2711 Grandview No answer 

2716 Grandview Dry 

2717 Grandview Dry 

2718 Grandview Dry 

2723 Grandview Dry 

2726 Grandview No answer 

2727 Grandview Dry 

2730 Grandview Dry 

2734 Grandview No basementMbackroom wet 

2737 Grandview 

2738 Grandview Doesn't know 

2741 Grandview Empty 

Sump pump discharge to Grandview 

McQuni\ey 

Essman 

Bob Eggar 

Barb Coakley 

Sinkhole at deanMout 

Hanley-Pool flooded 

CONTACT 

EXHIBIT 38 

SATISFIED 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 



Desai, Sudhir 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

----------
Gary and Sudhir: 

Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com> 
Tuesday, September 29, 2015 143 PM 
Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir , 
Portsmouth City Manager says telemetry equipment not required 3382_001 city council meeting document blam·lng me for costs of providing public records.pdf 

As you know, all of us residents are scared of more basement backups. City officials are, in my opinion, working hard to refute my/our assertions about the backups that occurred July 14, 2015. Please see attached tnat was given to the local "media" prior to the meeting. 

I really have no interest in responding to such pettiness but I did put a few items on my blog today including Mr. Bramscher's October 2008 letter: 

http :1/wegottroublerightherein rivercity. blogspot. com/20 15/09/oh-really. html 

My neighbors and I have had our homes, our properties, our life investment rendered worthless. Would you buy any of our houses? 

I am focusing on several things and our most immediate problems are: 

1. Not allowing more impervious surface at the hospital (SOMC) to be discharged into our system. It can be discharges to the natural basin mentioned in no. 2 below. 2. Stopping work on the phase 2 project involving the natural drainage basin to the south of the hospital. The city bought it for detention but are clearing trees and brush. Why? What better drainage control than vegetation? 
3. Requiring that telemetry (or SCADA) equipment be installed ASAP instead of "sometime in 2016". It is obvious from the attached documents that the city was not maintaining the equipment and only AFTER the basement backups of July 14, 2015 did they take seriously the need for the equipment! 
There is one additional item that would help immensely and that is moving the schedule up and require that the OH National Guard Armory redo its parking lot that violates all local laws on storm water control. It is listed in various city documents ... and I will attempt to locate those. 
Thank you. 

Jane 

M. Jane Murray 
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercitv.blogspotcom 
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09/29/2015 09:45 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

1-740--353-2123 .JAMES CURTIS DDS 

Citv of Portsmouth 
Office of the City Manager 

728 Second Street 
PortsnlOuth, Ohio 45662 

Portsmouth City Council 

City Manager Derek K. Allen, ICMA-CM Dklt 

September 25, 2015 

Water Level Sensor 23rd Street & Grandview Avenue 

PAGE Bl/12 

Recently, there have been emails from M. Jane Murray making publk requests. Included 
in the latest email were misstatements regarding a monitoring device that was located 
near the intersection of 23rd Street and Grandview Avenue .. 

These misstatements were emailed to various individuals including city council members. 
On September 23, 2015 M. Jane Murray emailed various officials that are contained in 
the attached Exhibit C. 

It is important that I address each statement individually. 

~vou may or may not know how important this particular piece of equipment 
is/' 

The piece of equipment that M. Jane Murray refers to is a water level sensor (Rawdon 
Myers MultiSmart SCADA unit). It was bid out with the 2009 SCADA improvements and 
was one of 28 units installed in 2010. The specific purpose of the 23rd and Grandview 
unit was to monitor the flow levet in the 8 foot diameter Lawson Run sewer. It was 
installed in 2010 by J & H Erectors and their subcontractor Rawdon Myers. 

The purpose was strictly monitoring and provides information only. There were no 
operational changes at the Portsmouth Wastewater Treatment Plant due to readings from 
this device. 

Gates at the influent structure at the Portsmouth WWTP were not raised or lowered based 
on data from this device. 

M. Jane Murray apparently believes they were. 

"It was required by the U.S. EPA in October 2008 !:o protect us from basement 
backups.'' 

It was not required by EPA. 

"It has been the only device (and previous to its installation the operators 
watching weather radar and taking appropriate action at the wastewater 
plant) thai: has saved us since that time when there has been intense rainfall." 

1 
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This statements summarizes the level of misunderstanding by former Mayor M. Jane 

Murray of the operations of the City of Portsmouth Wastewater Treatment Plant. There 

is a faulty belief that operators monitoring the Rawdon Myers MultiSmart SCADA water 

level sensor or employees "watching weather radar" made operational changes at the 

wastewater plant. 

On May 27, 2()09 Director of Wastewater Rick Duncan issued a memorandum to all '#WTP 

operators instructing them to keep the gates raised during dry weather flows in order to 

treat the maximum amount of sewage possible at the plant. Employees were to lower 

the gates during rain events to allow sewage to bypass the plant without backing up into 

the Lawson Run sewer. This policy was known to be in place until January 4, 2010 when 

M. Jane Murray terminated the employment of Rick Duncan. 

Mr. Duncan returned to oversee the WWTP in February 2011 and on May 1, 20H reissued 

the policy. Since early 2015 staff at the WWTP have !eft the gates in the open position 

at all times. The gates are currently not operated and so when there is a rain event the 

SCADA device or watching weather radar has no bearing on the functionality of the 

Lawson Run sewer or the City of Portsmouth WWTP. 

The City of Portsmouth's sewer system is an open system meaning, if the sewage was 

blocked at the WWTP it would come out of the manholes and catch basins in the lower 

portion of Portsmouth. The elevation of 23rct Street and Grandview Avenue is 50 feet 

higher than at the Portsmouth WWTP. It is hydrologically impossible for gates at the 

WWTP to cause basement backups as M. Jane Murray claims. 

These allegations are also documented in a July 20, 2011 Portsmouth Daily-Times 

newspaper article concerning these weir gates, 

Nevertheless, the gates were not up on July 14, 2015 so the concerns she raised are 

unfounded. 

"The telemetry equipment is required by the AOC ami was located on a site 

map in the Facilities Plan noted below." 

The telemetry equipment is not required by the AOC. I researched the AOC, Solicitor 

Haas and Strand Associates have reviewed the AOC and nowhere in the document does 

the AOC mention the telemetry equipment at 23rd Street and Grandview Avenue. 

The Facilities Pian dated April 2013 does not mention the telemetry equipment. 

In an earlier emaH of the same day, September 23, 2015, M. Jane Murray made the 

following assertion: 

"location of telemetry equipment required by the AOC with U.S. EPA and in 

the Facilities Plan adopted by the city pursu;;mt l:o l:hOil.: plo;n !llnd loaJn 

documents by am:! between the OH EPA.'' 
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Again, the telemetry equipment is not required by the AOC. This facilities plan is still in "draft" form because it was never finalized by the City. This report was prepared in preparation for trying to obtain OEPA DEFA funding. How~v£er, at a later_date,._thel:it)t.ol'-----_c_. __________ -Pertsmot:Jth-Lie1:idettto·-ooliZea-combinafio_n-on:5f'wc and OWDA funding for the Grandview Area projects and the facilities ptan was never taken any further. The DEFA nomination forms (which did not specifically include the facilities plan) were submitted to OEPA in accordance with Paragraph 11 of the AOC, but an agreement or loan was never finalized. 

''Workers were observed by Mr. Marasek when it was relocated from the Southeast comer of Grandview & 23rd Street to the Southwest comer of the new retention basin constructed by the city on Grandview next to the Marask:'s property. Mr. Marasek then observed it being removed." 
The telemetry equipment was relocated temporarily to the southwest corner of the new retention basin as was observed. This relocation information was also communicated to Oty Councilman Gene Meadows by City Manager Allen during the project. It was then removed for several reasons and the City of Portsmouth plans to replace the unit with a new unit in 2016. 

The reasons are as follows: 

1. The unit provided faulty data readings during rain events that over exaggerated fiow levels providing faulty data of a full pipe when the pipe in actuality was not full. Rain water flow from catch basins provided false readings of high water levels that were not truly high water fiows. 
2. The former combined sewer in the 23rd Street and Grandview area were separated and thus the manhole that was monitoring the flow was no longer the best place to monitor the flows. 
3. There were communication problems with the existing unit. 

The City of Portsmouth will be reinstalling the SCADA unit on the Lawson Run pipe and on the 400,000 gaHon retention facility sometime in 2016. 
This is not a new conversation. Allegations made in various emails and contained on her blog that M. Jane Murray has forwarded to US EPA has cost the City of Portsmouth $42,182.50 since January 2014. 

The City of Portsmouth has incurred the following invoices from the city's environmental attorney, Squire Patton Boggs since January 2014. These expenses deal with questions generated by M. Jane Murray. 

01/31/2014 $1,034.61 
02/07/2014 $4,453.61 
03/11/2014 $761.25 
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05/30/2014 $1,305.00 
06/18/2014 $4,569.53 
07/17/2014 $2,175.00 

08/31/2014 $326.25 
09/30/2014 $217.50 
10/30/2014 $3,480.00 
07/31/2015 $568.75 
08/28/2015 $5,701.00 

Total: $24,592.50 

JAMES CURTIS DDS PAGE 04/12 

The City of Portsmouth has incurred the following invoices from Strand Associates provide 

mathematical calculations and documentation to US EPA refuting the false allegations by 

M. Jane Murray. These are not for engineering services in general but specifically to 

respond to her assertions. 

April 2014 
May 2014 
June 2014 
September 2014 
February 2015 
June 2015 
August 2015 
September 2015 

Total: $17,590 

$510 
$2,930 
$2,650 
$1,600 
$1,580 
$720 
$1,150 
$125 

These costs do not include the loss of productivity by city staff including myself to stop 

other work to respond repeatedly to these allegations. 

This $42,182.50 will be paid for through higher sewer fees beginning in 2016 by the 

citizens of the City of Portsmouth. 

UST OF EXHIBITS 

A. September 22, 2015 Public Records Request via email from M. Jane Murray 

B. September 23, 2015 response to Public Records Request by city manager 

C. September 23, 2015 email from M. Jane Murray containing misstatements 

D. SCADA Improvements supplied by Rawdon Myers 

E. Riel< Duncan memo regarding weir gate operations dated May 27, 2009 

F. Rick Duncan memo regarding weir gate operations dated May 1, 2011 

G. Portsmouth Dally Times article dated July 20, 2011 

H. Paragraph 11 of the AOC signed September 2013 

I. Explanation of false readings at 23'd Street and Grandview 

J. Replacement of SCADA unit in the vicinity of 23ro Street & Grandview Ave. 
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Derek Allen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: ______ ,ec--------
s .. bject: 

Gentlemen: 

1-740--353-2123 JAMES CURTIS DDS 

EXHIBIT A 

Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com> 
Tuesday, September 22, 2015 2:22 PM 
Derek Allen; John Haas 
(;ary Prichard; Sudhir Desai; Larry Essman 
Open Records Request 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Ohio Open Records Act please provide me the following: 

PAGE 05/12 

1, Pictures and video taken by city personnel of the flooding in the Grandview Area on Tuesday, July 14,2015. 

2. Location of telemetry equipment required by the AOC with U.S. EPA and in the Facilities Pian adopted by the city pursuant to that plan and loan documents by and between the OH EPA. 
3. If telemetry equipment has not beert reinstalled, when wiif it be and where will it be installed? 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

M. Jane Murray, M.A. 

M. Jane Murray 
li!!WW'·'Negoitmubll!triqhfuertsin.rlverclbr.bi:GAA!.Wlcom. 

1 
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Derek Allen 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Saoi:oject: 

Dear Ms. Jan Murray: 

1-740--353-2123 JAMES CURTIS DDS 

EXHIBIT B 

Derek Allen 

Wednesday, September 23, 2015 12:02 PM 

'Jane Murray'; John Haas 

Derek K. Allen (DAIIen@portsmouthoh.org) 

RE: Open Records Request 

Regarding your public records request: 

PAGE 05/12 

1. I will be emailing you the pictures and videos taken by city personnel of the flooding in the Grandview area on 

Tuesday, July 14, 2015. It will include all pictures and videos taken by city personnel. They wiil be contained in 

several emails because the size of the email file would be too large to send in one emaiL 

2. This appears to be a question in the form of a statement rather than a public records request. Please identify a 

document or documents that you are requesting via the public records law. 

3. This is a question and does not specify a document for your public records request. Please identify a dowment 

or documents that you are requesting via the public records law. 

Sincerely, 

Derek K. Allen, ICMA-CM 

City Manager 

From: Jane Murray [mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, September 2.2, 2015 2:22PM 

To: Derek Allen <DAIIen@portsmouthoh.org>; John Haas <JHaas@portsmouthoh.org> 

Cc: Gary Prichard <prichard.gary@epa.gov>; Sudhir Desai <desai.sudhir@epa.gov>; larry Essman 

<lessman@roadrunner.com> 

Subject: Open Records Request 

Gentlemen: 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Ohio Open Records Act please provide me the following: 

4. Pictures and video taken by city personnel of the flooding in the Grandview Area on Tuesday, July 

14, 2045. 

2. Location oftelemetry equipment required by the AOC with U.S. EPA and in the Facilities Plan 

adopted by the city pursuant to that plan and loao documents by and between the OH EPA. 

3. if telemetry equipment has not been reinstalled, when will it be and where will it be installed? 

Thank you fur your cooperation. 

· M. Jane Murray, M.A. 
1 
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Derek Allen 

From; 
Se11t: 
ro: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

Mr. Allen: 

1-740--353-2123 JAf;Es CURTIS DDS 

EXHIBIT C 

Jane Murray <mjan,murray@yahoo.com> 
Wednesday, September 23, 2015 4:36 PM 

PAGE 07/12 

-D~ll~~~.~~~------------~----~--------
Gary Prichard; Sudhir Desai; Larry Essman; Councilmember Gene Meadows; Ruth 
Marasek; Kevin E . Johnson; Brenda Mccan"; Robert Forrey; Janice Shanks; Kevin W. 
Johnson; Sue Zoellner; Rich Saddler, Tinka G. Hyde; Susan Hedman; Vied Felts; Donna 
Voorheis; Amy Sand; Alan Barlow; Jeff Dempsey; Jennifer Witte; Robert Kaplan; Debra 
Atkinson; Tom Lowe; Tom Fitzgerald; JoAnn Owens; Kathy Lane; Teresa Kelly; 
jack.knapp@epa.ohio.gov; Sandi Lawyer; Tiffany T. Shanks; jack.knapp@epa.ohio.gov 
Re: Open Records Request 

I received the phoios and videos. Thank you. 

As to the requests on the telemetry equipment, surely you and Mr. Haas are not refusing to tell us 
residents about the telemetry equipment, if it has been replaced and where it is located, or if you 
intend to replace it end where even if Mr. Haas believes my requests do not technically meet the 
requirements of the Ohio Open Records Law. 

You may or may not know how important this particular piece of equipment is. It was required by the 
U.S. EPA in October 2008 to protect us from basement backups. it has been the only device (and 
previous to its installation the operators watching weather radar and taking appropriate action at the 
wastewater plant) thai has saved us since that time when there has been intense rainfall. 

The telemetry equipment is required by the AOC and was located on a site map in the Facilities Plan 
noted below. Workers were observed by Mr. Marasek when it was relocated from the Southeast · 
corner of Grandview & 23rd Street to the Southwest corner of the new retention basin constructed by 
the city on Grandview next to the Marask's property. Mr. Marasek then observed ii being removed. 

As I noted in my initial inquiries some weeks ago, it had not been replaced. We merely wish to know if 
you have put it elsewhere, where that might be, if you intend to replace it, where and when. We 
already know il was removed prior to the July 14 rain event. 

So, again, we seek the above information irrespective of it being an "offidal" open record per the 
definition of the Ohio Revised Code. 

Perhaps an email exists between Mr. Duncan and Strand or email you received regard this issue. In 
any event, please let us know about this very valuable tool implemented prior to your arrival that has 
aided in our protection. 

Sincerely, 

M. Jane Murray, M.A. 

1 
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EXRIBIT D, PAGE l 

RAWDONNMYERSINC, 
300 Milford Pkwy • t"lllford, OH 45150 

(513) 965-5300 Phone • (513) 965-5313 Fax • (800) 543-7180 Toll-free 

City 11f Portsmouth, Ohio 

Lawson Run WWTP 

Specification Seetion: 13500 

SUBMITTAL VER 1.0 

Engineer: 

Contractor: 

P.O. No.: 

Supplier: 

Supplier lob No,; 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
ENGINEERING 

J&H REINFORCING AND 
STRUCTURAL 

RMILROOl 

RAWDON MYERS INC 

RM-1689 

PAGE 08/12 
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EXHIBIT D, PAGE 2 

Phone: (740) 355-014i 
J&H Reinforcing & Structural Erectors, !nc. 
1406 10th Street P.O. Box 60 

--------------Peftsf1'\6tffi"l-,-0f+4&GB;.g..2 -- ~ax:-t-740-)--355 35 '1-S---------------

Submittal Stamp Page 

Submitla1No: ________________ ~49~------------- Date: 4/7/2010 

liem(s): _____ .:.T e::;l:::e!!me=try.L:.a:.:;":::~c:Co=n'-'tr,_,<>::i.::S2y:::.sta=m"----- Qty: 

Specification Sect!on(s): ---------------'1'-'3:.::50::.;0::_ ______ ~----

Location: ------------'L.a=w,s:.::o"'n-'R-"u"'n'-WWT=~P-=C.:::o-"n"'t'.::a":::t:c:IV.::__ ___________ _ 

J&H Erectors, Inc. 
( " ) Reviewed 
( ) Reviewed es Noted 
( ) Correct am! Resubmit 
E:yihts subrhitl.a-f we he.r'eby-feprese.-ntthat we have e:ftempted to deli?rmine and 
verify fhal all field measur-ements, flE'ild cmistmcfiorl cfiterta, ffi-aterlais, 
dimensiGtts, cata~ag numbs&, arid srmftat date Shdvvn and that we haVe Checked 
and coordinate-d each item ~h other app!~catile fev1l?.vved shop drawing-s 
and requiremerils of the Cotitract Documents. 

Rev. By: J. Mark Roiiins 
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EXHIBIT D PAGE 4 
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· EXHIBIT D, PAGE 5 
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EXHIBIT E, PAGE 1 

Ptibtie-Util ities-Department----------------
Division of Wastewater 

Memo 
ALL OPEP-ATORS 

From: Director of Wastewater 

cc: File 

Date: May 27,2009 

Re: Weir gate operaflon and wet weather fiows 

In the past, the plant bypass weir gates have normally been kept in the raised (closed) 
position in orderto maximize flhe use of the lower Lawson Run Sewer for storage of 
combined sewage, onlyiawering (opening) the gates during heavy rainfall events to prevent 
possible damage to the gates and other structures associated with the Diversion Chamber 
and to prevent erosion of soil around the diversion chamber. 

However, USEPA has determined that excessive amounts of wastewater held In the lower 
portion of the Lawson Run. Sewer may possibly result in residential flooding in the upper 
Lawson Run Sewer (Grandview area) under certain rainfall conditions. Therefore, USEPA 
has directed us to modify the operation of our bypass gates to avoid having an excessive 
level of wastewater stored In the lower Lawson Run Sewer in situations when flhere may be a 
significant chance of addhicnal rainfall in the Portsmouth area. 

In order to comply with USEPA's orders it is important for all operators to strictly adhere to the 
attached operating protocol. Please note that in all circumstances, the operator is still required 
to treat the maximum amount of combined wastewater possible (1 0 MGD according to the 
imluent flow chart). I will be checking charts personally on a regular basis to insure that 
operators are maximizing treatment during all wet weather conditions. 

If you have any questions regarding this policy please see me or the Chief Operator. 

Sincerely, 

Richard Duncan 
Director 
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EXHIBIT E, PAGE 2 

OPERATING PROTOCOL FOR PLANT BYPASS GATES AND INFLUENT PUMPS 

NORMAL DRY WEATHER CONDITIONS: 

Weir gates shall be kept in the fully raised (CLOSED) position. 

WET WEATHER CONDITIONS: 

Operators are to monitor local weather radar and weather forecasts by television to anticipate 
precipitation events. 

1, Wet weather flows are obse;ved in the Influent sewer (diversion chamber), but no 
significant additional rainfall is expected wtthin the upcoming 4 to 8 hours: 

Weir gates shall be kept in the fully raised (CLOSED) position. 

2. Significant rainfall is expected within the upcoming 4 to 8 hours: 

Weir gates shall be partially lowered to the 3-i'oot position (HALFWAY OPEN). 

3. Extremely heavy rainfall is expected within the upcoming 4 to 8 hours (in excess of 1 
inch of rainfall): · 

Weir gates sha!l be kept in the fully lowered (OPEN) position. 

INFLUENT PUMPING OPERATION: 

Under all circumstances, operators shall convey the maximum amount of flow into the WNTP. 

Dry Weather: 
The plant pumps and gates shall be operated such that all flow received in the diversion 
chamber is conveyed to the p!ant for treatment and no fiow is stored ln the Lawson Run 
Sewer. 

Wet Weather: 
The plant shall be operated at maximum capacity ( 10 MGD per the influent flow chart) at all 
times to eiiminate or minimize wet weather bypasses and to minimize the level of wastewater 
in the diversion chamber. 

The Director will check charts on a regular basis to insure that operators are 
maximizing treatment during all wet weather comll!ions. 

"Page 2 

PAGE 02/13 
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EXHIBIT F 

Division or Wastewater 

Memo 
To: All Operators and Operators in Training 

From: Richard Duncan, Director of Wastewater 

CCI Mayor 

Date: May 1, 2011 

Re: Weir gate operation and wet weather flows 

Operators are REQUIRED to treat the maximum amount of combined sewage possible (10 MGD) during wet weather. 

I have attached a memo from 2009 which is still posted near the oparations desk and is still in effect Please review the memo 'Weir gate operations and wet weather flows," d:ated May 27, 2008 and the "Operating Protocol for Plant Bypass Gates and lnfiuent Pumps." Mter reviewing the documents, please sign below and return the signed copy to me. 

If you have any questions come see me. 

Sinceyeiy, 

Z . -""" .. ' . ..;; / ' 
/ ~P---"E:: lx!c,~ .... ~&.___ 

Richard Duncan, Director of Wastewater 

I have reviewed end understand the attached memo, 'Weir gate operations and wet weather flows,,. dated 512712009, and the "Operating Protocol for Plant Bypass Gates and tnfiueni Pumps." I also understand that these documents are still i!l effect 

Operators signature - Date 
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EXHIBIT G, PAGE 
The Portsmouth Daily-Times Page 1, July 20, 2011 

fm~j¢L:'t that wi_if bdng SO}vlC''s phj.$ici<ms and 

program:-: ctn:-:.e.r !:(1 PLkc County palient~. 
"l1's tht~ S:o-ulhc.rrl Oh)o Medical Ct .. '.nWr 

Wa>.1er\y UrQ,en( Cm"t~ nnd Sped.1lty Center:' ;;;Hid 
Elvis W<\ilcrs, RN, the nurst' rn:.maeer nf the 
c\:nl~r. ··We'H offtT nrgL·.nt ~arc sefvices :md 

SeeSOMC,A3 

Duncan: Gates not to blame for noodlng 
Wastewater director: Flooding not 
caused by gates because one was 

broken during July 8 storm 
Bv FRANK LEWtS 

PDT STAFF WRITER 

Po!t~mouth's Wa~l.::> 

water Db·ec1or Rick Dun­
can is firina b..1uk tH former 
Mayor JanC- Murray nbout 
her recent accusations of 

noocling in the ciiy. 
Jv1unay accu.'>ed the. city, 

in a ldkr to the D;\i!y 
Time:<:. ol improperly 
manr~gin?J, 1hc g-me.s !hal 
are SHppu.-;eJ to n~tuin 

wnstc'i.V<lkY bL~fo-rt: it is 
• tremec\ <1nd rL:ka:.;~~d £111n 

thL~ Ubi:\ !-\ivcr. She 

cbimed the dty kt.p!_, UK' 
\Vdr Gale.s up dmlng 11 

July S d(twnpour, That. in 
tmn; illk1L',d to the £1oodin12 
rrrobJem_q in tbc Gr.<inc~ 
\'iL~W Avennc areH. 

Munwr nnd others live 
in thRt ~n~<1 of town and 

hf!ve sued lhc dty ovt~r !It:: 
flood] n!!. issue. .. 

Dunc..;im argue,~ !hnt the 
Wdr Gutl'!'i were not up 
during the July 8 rainslonU 
bt-'Cau.r.:.t~ one ()j' those tW() 

gates 11Hs be~~n broken and 
l<~vinc. in ~he influent chan­
n8l sii1ce .Ma.}'. 

The other gale, he said .. 
would huve nc1 reaso-n ·to 
be np l'ince tile !wn are 
:;idr.:' bv side 

'Tl;ose an: 1·be. gnh~~ 
;...he (Fonner Port>nKltHh 
M11Vtll' Jane MutT~\>r'l i::. 
.-:aying '""~ ~c.cp up- <11ld we 
Cflll'!<.:. bu~~~ment flooding 
on Grandvi~l\'>i,~' DmK!l!1 
said m; he stood on the 
bridge over1Goking tht>. 
e:ates. "rt feB otf in Mav 
~n_d we're.;.;trm u·ying lo g:~1 
parts tu fix H. So we dnn'! 
keep either one of them 

'Let us 

s,,lnnltlod plwhl 

Tlllsooll pilnmo ~h•w pr!M!l51lll\' i'or!Smlmiin's Wastewotar 
llirooibr lliok D""'""" sl!ll\\IS r.l•!iS'Iar,!"''JI ilie J>!ly S storm 
as !!!lows •••• loo Walr llal,.. 
up." 

Duncan ,s-aid the dty 
tyrica!ly ker.::p the. gates 
rui,o.;ed "io tkv weather' 
becnuse of ·u.s. EPA 
requin ... •rnents. They lower 
them in wet weather. he 
said. 

"But we c1.m't kt.•.cp it up 
because it fell off," Dun­
can said ... And i! doesn'! 

make mry -)-lt':!l~e to keep 
the other one up becau~e tt 
does-n't do any good to 
have onr. up ;::md have the 
other one rni!-islng." 

Duncan suid tile broken 
gate ha~ be-en repofte-cl to 
the EPA. 

See GATES, A3 

do the shopping for you. THE CARTER AGENtf 
354·5205 

·:p,, •)f\1{ 

·(·~~ ii! :~(~~J,>~}C 

! . ~ee CHARGED, A3 

13 
I In roof. 
collapse 

BY G. SAM PIATT 
PDT STAFF WRllEE 

VANCEBURG. Kv. 
Three pt·ople were itljtlred 
Momlfiy wh~n H hew pic:nic 
shelter at the Wintenvood 
Senior Aparlments h1 
V::mccburg coilap.c.;ed. 

, tnjlJJ'ed were Andy and 
: Jenny Owe-n~ and their J3_­
! ye11r-old dmtghte-r, Snvan­
l • uah Owens.._ Baid L!. Tom 

Flannigan of Lhe V.mccb~ttg 
Police Depart:men:. 

He said the departmenl 
re:.ponded w a 91 ! c:nH th:\f 
tbt: roof m1 !ht~ flht.:-..lter had 
ct1llapsed abnut :'\:30 p.m. 

AU Uwec were tran.~port­
cd ID Sou!hern Ohio Med­
ical Center tn Porttlmouth. 
Jennv nntl St\vamJ;~h 

Owe;ls W{~re rre.al.r:'"d and 
released. Andy Owe.m; Wi.!S 

transferred to Gmnl Hospi­
tal in Colurnbus for "flu·· 
ther nbservation and ura!­
mcnt:' He h~d been 
rdea~ed by early TnC:sday, 
.tl Grant ,<tpokcspcrson said. 

The- tlu-ee had been ;;i\-­
ting under the. shelter when 
!h!.: ·roof culiupsed, f:1anni­
gEln S<-lkL Hr, f;aLd the she.l­
leT wa~ l.k~Ell:roycd. 

·---·--"'-·---l 
I 

Grange 
Insurance 
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Tmlay, wily llllt try ••• 
James Dickey Post 
American Legion, ham­
burger iry and/or soup, 
7DS Court St, 5-8 p.m.; 
euphre, 7 p.m.; disc 
jockey, 7 p.m.; draw­
ing, 9 p.m. 

·Visl! the nature center, team 
about lhe park, !ores!, e~ .. 
Shawnee s~ta Pail<, 4404 Oho 
125, West Portsmouth, noon-3 
p.m.; Family NalureAdvsnlure, 
meeling at nalure center, 4 p.m. 

• Bress! Cancer Support 
Group, meeting, SOMC Caric.er 
Gerner, 1121 KinnSJ.'S Lane, t p.m. 

• Oriel support group, meelng, 
Comamtone Church of the 
Nazarena, 12!3$ Galla Pike, 
VVlt.'Bielliburg, 1 p.m. 

• Ell<s CllyCiub, Keno, game;, 
socializing, 544 Fourth St. 
enlrMce, S p.m.<:toslng. 

• Lei Our l'iolooce End, domos­
fic vitl!an~ support group, frea 
baby-s!!ling avai'abla, 5:30'll:45 
p.m.; inlormalloo, (740) 45€-8217. 

• Binge, hoslad 141h Slreol 
Communlly Center, 17111 SirMt 
1.2amlng Cei\1Jlr, o~ am""Y· 171> 
Strool, 6:30p.m.: doo~ open, 
4:3Dp.m. 

·Russo~ o. Williams Posl 
Amencanleg~n. karaoke, 950 
Galla St .. 7 p,m.·miEIIlighl. 

· Mosqufio spra~ng, Porter 
Township, 9 p.m.-midnight 

lnst one son and had two 
others injured in a recent 
auto nccident. The P<m­
cake Breakfast will be 
held from 8 to I J n.m. 
~a;urda~.J?I~ ~2. at t~1e 

Charged 
From Page Ai 

s<Jift They were pronouneed dend 
at 1he scene. 

"He (Harshberger) had some 
drug.'i in the vehicle and h<id rar;t­
phenHtlia. on him. We ulso 
searched his house, Whl:'re addi­
tiomd drugs were found.'' Taulbee 
snid. 

Taulbee. said that evidence has 
been sent to a crime lab fnr iden­
tificl:~tion. "Our !nvestigl'ltors 

Gates 
From Page A1 

The gates don't affect flood­
ing on Grtl.ndview anyway. 
Duncan said. 

"If we ca~1sed the flood! ng on 
the hilltop by operating these 
gates down here, by opening 
them nod c.l os_tng them, then 
whenever we had flooding on 
the hilltop, we wo-uld have 
flooding all the way t>etwt!en 
there and here (Charles Street) 
from every manhole and every 
catch basin. I don't believe 
bow we operate thest~ gate!l has 
anything to do w.ith the hilltop 
t1ooding." 

A notation in tbe '\1\'astewater 
Department's log book for May 
27 .reads: "10:3Q a.m. - I 
started to raise Weir to stop 
CSO (cmubined .sewer n>•c.r­
f1ow) - ~ast Weir gate carnt~ 
loose- and fell into gut:· Gut is 
a term for the sewer f1ow. 

On May ! 1 Duncan 5ent a 
memo to all operators and 
operators in lrai ni 11g to re­
emphasize the poHcy cont.ajned 

EXHIBIT G, PAGE 2 

packaged aU the pills; !here were 
lwo or lh!'e.e tytJes of pills in each 
bottle," Taulbee said. "We cannot 
charge him Wil1J anything arldi­
lional until we know what we 
Look out of that house." 

Taulbee said while. trooper' 
were at dJe home tbey found a .22 
ea!iber rifle. 

Ta:u1bee said Harshberger is 
currently being held in rhe Sdoto 
Connty Jail on a $40,00{} hond. 

WAYNE ALLEN may be reached a\ 
(740) 353·3101, ext. 20a, or 
wall en@ heartlandpubllcattons.oom. 

in a di.rective from May 27, 
2009, tit}ed: ~"Weir gate oper.:t­
tions ~md wet weather flows:·· 
Each op~raLo-r signed his ·copy 
and tetnrned it to Duncan':> 
oHk~~. 

The directive reads~ in part, 1 

"USEPA iws determined that 
excess.ive flmou.nts of waste-

, water held ln tl1e lower portion 
of the- La.wson Run Sewer may 
possibly result in residential 
flooding jn· the upper Lnwson 
Run Sewer. (Gnmdv.iew are1.1) 
under certain rairifil!l condi­
tions. Therefore. USEPA has 
directed us t<l modify the <>per­
iltion of our bypa.'>s gates to 
avoid having no e~cessiYe levet 
of wa.st:ewater stored in the 
lower Law.:.on Run Sewer in i 

situations when there may be a I 
significant chance of addition-~ 
al minfall in the Portsmouth 
ttrea." 

The directive goes on to say I 
the operator is still required to 
treat the madmum amount of ! 
combined wastewater possibfe. t.,. 

fRANK lEWIS may be reached at 
(740) 353-3101, s>ct., 232, or 
flewls@heartlendpubflcatlons.com. 

Minford 
From Page Al 

their conlri:Jct<; in August. Both Jordan and 
Stapleton were the most recently hired bus 
driven;, and have been employed by the 
distdct for one vear or le-sN. · 

WilcbeCk said the two lnid-off positiOns 
will save the di1>trict $74.UfX). The rem<lin­
ing 16 bus drivers will not have a reduc­
tion in hours, pay or beneftts, Those 
ren.utining hns drivers, and iocai members 
of the Ohio Association of Public Sch~ol 
Employees (OAPSE), are still vety upset 
about the staff reductions. · 

··what do you want" us 10 do? Some~ 
thing has got to giv"e. We spend $l31.000 
in fue.J and it's gOing to be e-ven more. this 
year. ~he prier;!; of fuel ain't ch;mging1 and 
plus I ve got a bus f'lee! that has to be 
repaired and running every dav.~· \Vikheck 
said. ~ · 

"We .r;;ent the OAPSE uriion a noikd. to 
negetiate .,. and we got an e-mail bitCk 
from tlle OAPSE represent•tion in Alb<\n,, 
and they said '\Ve're not going to negoti­
ate.' So conseque~ttly- guys, I have tq do 
what r have !n do." 

The district has already settled a reduc­
tion agreement with the teachers' uniOn. 
The union agreed to a reduction in infiur~ 
ance, tlu·ee furlough days, and wlll reduce 
!he dislrict paid retirement share .from I 8 
to 16 percent Wilcheck said no teuchers 
were iaid~o!I. but there were some vaL"aot 
teaching positions that are mJt being ntieo.d. 

"These are tough times. What do vou 
want n1e lo doT' ;IVJ!check asked agai~. 

T1wse district•changes to !he bus routes 
and st:afi.ing will be discussed in gr~ter 
detail during community meetings .at 6 
p.m. Tuesday, July 26, and Timrsday, July 
28 in the !v!lnford High School !v!edia 
Center. 

R-YAN SCOTT OTTNEY can be reaohsd a; 
{740) 35$-.31 D~, ext 235, or wnney@heertlahct­
pubtloetlons.,aom. 

SOMC been talking about this for 
so many inonth_~;:, and so 

munitv, wor:k with the 
lac~_! {iOctors. We want to 

becmuse we have u lof. of 
people from tb~ Waverly 

.r; .. ,.,lh, f,.,. '""'£"> ,.,. ....... ., ............... \.,.., ..,.~,...._,..~ t'l-,,....., ;,~<>1 ,...,.,..1••,. .. ,, ., .. .,.., t},_.o ""' f-n Qf"\11./of"' f."o~.-
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City's inaction during storm costly to ho_m~o_w __ n_e_r_s __ ~-~. 

07.13.ll-IIJ:24pm 
My neighbors an.d J are :finding out thai sewage backed up into some homes on 

Friday monring, July 8. Thus far, we know it affected five homes on Grandview 

Avenue and at least one home on Shawnee Road. Two people said the 

water/sewer at the intersection of Grandview and 25th was shooting out about a 

foot from the manhole and Grandview was flooded with water. One person said 

he had about eight inches in his basement, another said she had three to four 

inches, and a t.\ird had backup around the drain. These were in addition to the 

reports by Cindy Newsome 1md Bob Hunt to the .Portsmouth Dl'tiiY Times on 

Friday. Because of t,b;e location and history of.fue involved properties, we know 

more homes were aft'>~ied. We just have not yet received a report. 

Last week, Larry Essma.11 and I, on behalf of the affected homeowners in the 

area , asked Mayor David Jlf!alone to hold a public meeting to discuss 'the Long 

Term Control Pla.c;(wbich was approved by the U.S. EPA the first of A.pril) and 

speciiical1y address when the .Basement Protection Plan will be started. The 

urgency is quite clear. The mayor replied to our request Monday, July 11, and we 

hope he w'Jl schedule such a meeting in the very near fu-ture. 

I read the Portsmouth Daily Times' account of some of the issues in its July 9 

Saturday edition. It is quite clear the city's wastewater depa.'iment director is 

interested only in blaming others and notat all int<:>rested in addressing the 

problems. He even told one homeowner, "Lots of cities have these problems." 

However, the city is now required by federal law to do so. 

The operational directive under which the city has been operating since.itwas 

ordered by the U.S. EPA in the fall of.2008 requires that sewage pla.•1t operators 

lower the gates during heavy rain or snow me!t·evems so that it doesn't back up 

into homes. We wiil ask the mayor who was the operator on duty Friday rooming 

and why he did not lower the gates. Lowering t.i:te gf!tes i.;; wha! saved us dozens 

of times in-the past 2 1/2 years. The Basement P1·otection Plan must be in place 

itmnediately so that we are not subject to :f\.lr'.ber operator error and so the City 

doesn't continue to send untreated sewl'tge to the Ohio River. 

JaneMnrray 

Portsmonth 

© portsmouth-dailytimes.com 2011 

http:/ lwww. portsmouth-da!iytimes .com/printer_ friendly I 1469460 3 7/14/2011 
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Portsmouth Daily Times 

July 15, 2011 

·------__ ___lo_tha.editor: 

In her letter to the editor Thursday (7 /14/2011), former mayor Jane Murray made the unfounded 

allegation that certain ''gates" at the City's wastewater treatment plant were not lowered during a 

storm that occurred on Friday, 7/8/2011. She claims that this so-called "operator error" caused 

basement flooding on Grandview Avenue. She also claimed that the City violated federal law by not 

lowering the gates. 

PAGE 07/13 

Ms. Murray is mistaken. In fact, the plant bypass gates are operated In accordance with a directive, 

dated S/27 /2009, which requires the gates to be In the fully open (lowered) position when "heavy 

rainfall is expected within the upcoming 4 to 8 hours." This directive was followed on the date in 

question. Both of the gates Murray refers to were fully open and could not in any way have contributed 

to any basement flooding. 

The storm that occurred on July 8 was very intense and it caused extensive flooding in various parts of 

Portsmouth. Over one inch of rainfall was recorded at the treatment plant within a 3Q.-minute period. 

This amount of rain exceeded the capacity of the Grandview Ave sewer. 

Any Grandview area resident who has experienced recent basement flooding is requested to contact the 

wastewater department at 353-0241 to report the date, time, and extent of flooding. This Is also 

requested of any City resident who experiences flooding. Such information is important in the CitVs 

development of its basement protection program. 

Sincerely, 

Richard Duncan, P.E. 

Director of Wastewater 

City of Portsmouth 
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Duncan responds to former-mayor Murray's wastewater 

accusation 
by Frank Lewis 
07. 18.11 -03:00am 
Portsmouth City Wastewater Director Rick Duncan says former Portsmouth 

Mayor Jane Murray's assumption that the. Weir gates were not lowered during a 

July 8 downpour is wrong. 

Mt.tray wTote, in a letter to the editor of the PortsmouLh Daily Times, "The 

operational directive under which the city has been operating since it was ordered 

by the U.S. EPA in the fall of2008 requires that sewage plant operators lower the 

gates during heavy rain or snow melt events so that it doesn't back up into 

homes. We will ask the mayor who was the operator on duty Friday (July g) 

morning and why he did not lower the gates." 

Weir gates are 6-foot-high reinforced metal plates that are intended to hold water 

so it can be treated, instead of flowing directly to the Ohio River. 

"The way the plant was designed was for us to keep those gates raised up so we 

can hold back as much water as possible to treat it, so we are not putting 

combined storm and sanitary sewer to the Ohio River," Duncan said. 

Duncan said an EPA official told him the city should probably lower the gates 

and get as much water out of tl,e system as possible. 

"That violates our permit, because our permit says we have to try to hold it back 

and try to treat it," Duncan said. "So we went back to EPA to try to get special 

permission to lower these gates and let the water go out to the river- but we're 

only allowed to do it under certain circumstances. The only reason we're allowed 

to lower them all the way, v,hlch is opening this gate to let it go to the river, is if 

we know we're going to get so much rain anyway that we can't treat it all 

anyway. Then we are allowed to lower it." 

Duncan said he has a directive, approved by EPA, that says if the weather is dry 

the gates must be kept up. If he expects to get a lot ofrain 'Within the next four to 

eight hours, the gates can be lowered. Duncan says that is the city's standard 

procedure. 

"What she (Murray) accuses us of is keeping the gates up aJI the time, and we 

don't do t.lJ.at. We go by the procedure that EPA approved," Duncan said. 

Murray wrote in her letter she knows of five homes on Grandview A venue and 

one on Shawnee Road that were affected by that storm. 

"One person said he had about eight inches in his basement, another said she had 

three to four inches, a.Ttd a third had backup around the drain," Murray said in her 

correspondence. 

httn·/ /ww-w nnrts:mnuth~ct~Tilvtimes,com/nrinter fdP.nrHv/147?R?IlQ 

Pll.GE 08/13 

Page 1 of2 
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Duncan said the city has not experienced any basement flooding in about two 
years, since the change was put in place that is described in the directive. 

Duncan said any city resident who has experienced recent basement flooding is 
asked to contact the Wastewater Department at (740) 353-0241 to report the date, 

------tu·' cne-and-extent-of'fl:ooding. 

Murray was not reachable-by phone Saturday rooming. 

FRANK LEWIS may be reached at (740) 353-3101, ext. 232, or 
flewis@heartlandpublications.com. 

© portsmouth-dai!ytimes.com 2011 

http:/ ffi>vw .portsmouth-dailytimes.con:>Jprinter friendlv/1472&269 
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EXHIBIT H, PAGE 1 

written approval by EPA of the MOM Program, Respondent shall implement the 
approved MOM Program. 

PAGE 10/13 

8. Respondent must comply with the follov.~ng schedule for construction, rehabilitation or 
replacement projects to eliminate the Munn's Run SSOs: 

Activity I Date I 

I Execute Construction Contract for North Moreland Sewer Completed 
Lining Project I 

i Complete Construction of North Moreland Sewer Lining 12/31/2013 i 
j Proiect 
I Solicit bids for Construction of North Moreland Manhole 09/0!120 l 3 
I Rehabilitation Project and submit a copy of any bid ' 
\ solicitation documents to EPA and OEPA I 
j Complete Construction of North Moreland Manhole 1 12/31/2013 
I Rehabilitation prqiect I 

9. Upon full construction of the Murm's Run SSO projects, Respondents must conduct one 
year of monitoring of the Munn's Run Pumping Station. lfSSOs have continued to 
occur, Respondents must comply with the following schedule to eliminate the remaining 
SSOs: 

Activity J Dale 
----r-7;-~~-~-1 

Submit Proposed Amended Schedule to EPA that I No later than 60 
Incorporates Additional Proposed Steps/Projects to Eliminate I days after 
the Remaining SSOs I conclusion of the 

i monitoring per.iod 
Begin lmplementation of the ./\.mended Schedule to 
Eliminate the Remaining SSOs 

I No later lban 60 

I 
days after EPA's 

I 

written approval 
of the Amended 
Schedule 

10. EPA may approve in writing the proposed amended schedule submitted under Paragraph 
9 or. ifEPil detet111ines that Respondent's proposed amended schedule submitted under 
Par;graph 9 is unacceptable, EPA will notify Respondent and provide written, con·eclive 
comments as appropriate. Respondent must revise the amended schedule, in response to 
EPA's corrective comments, and resubmit the revised amended schedule to EPA for 
written approval within 4 5 calendar days after receipt thereof. Upon written approval by 
EPA, Respondent shall implement the approved amended schedule. 

1 J _ Respondent must comply with the following schedule for Grandview-Upper Lawson Run 
rDJBC'lS.: 
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Activity 
--

Submit 20 l3 NominationFonns for Water Pollu!ion 
Control Loan Fund (WPCLF) to OEP A DEF A for 
Grandview Area and Lawson Run projects. T11ese projects 
incluae Plannmg, Dwgn, and Construction for 25th and 
Coles Street Retention Basin Project and 2300 Block of 
Grandview A venue S!QJ:llg~.froject. 
Downs!)OU! Disconnection Program: City is implementing 
dovmspout disconnection program including issuing letters 
to private property owners identified in 2012 engineering 
study requesting immediate discoru>ection of downspouts 
from sanitary Sewer System and evaluating whether 
disconnection has occurred. 
251

" and Coles Street Retention Basin Project: Submit offer 
to acquire property to construct 25th and Coles Street 
Retention Basin Project 
Execute engineering agreement to Design 25th and Coles 
Street Retention Basin Project and submit a copy of such 
agreement to EPA and OEPA 
S;bmit request for jurisdictional detennination 
Advertise for bids for construction of 25th and Coles Street 
Retention Basin Project and submit a copy of such 
advertisement to EPA and OEPA 

I 

I 
I 
j Complete construction of 25th and Coles Street Retention 
j Basin Project 

EXHIBIT H, PAGE 2 

Date 

Completed I 

__ I 

I 
i Status to be included in 
I bimonthly progress 

1 
reports 

i 

I 
i Completed 
I 
\ 

j 09/01/2013 

I o9/olr2ol3 

If detennined to not be 
jurisdictional, within 180 
days of receip1 of 
jurisdictional 

, detennination 
l f detennined to be 
jurisdictional, City will 
submit proposed schedule 
for pem1itting, bid and 
construction process to 
USEPA within 30 days of 
receipt of jurisdictional 

1 detennination 
If detennined to not be 

jurisdictional, within J 

year of advertising for 
bids 

, l f detennined to be 

I
. jurisdictional, City will 

submit proposed sehedule 
I for permitting, bid and 

I 

construction process to 
USEPA within 30 days of 
receipl of jurisdict-ional __ !· 
detem1ination -~--- ----·---·-----· ----· --- --------L::.:===::::_-
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EXHIBIT I, PAGE 1 

1/LEVEL SENSOR GAVE FALSE READINGS DUE \ 

.I .... TO S .. TORMWATER FROM. (4) CATCH BASINS 
AT 23RD AND GRANDVIEW 
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Stormwater 
Detention 
Structure 

EXHIBIT I, PAGE 3 
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EXHIBIT J, PAGE 1 

The wastewater level Indicator at the intersection of 27'h and Grandview Avenue was removed during the construction of the Upper Lawson Run improvement Project. Due to its configuration in the manhole, the indicator frequently gave inaccurate information. The sensor needs to be relocated to a different section of the Lawson Run Sewer. ___ ~- __ 
177 - -~--------

The existing telemetry system is out of warranty and ,.,ire having problems getting the supplier to respond to requests for maintenance. At least s1x of ~;l~metry loc at1ons ate currently out of service and our personnel cannot get them to function. (See attached map.) 
The Scioto County Sanitary Engineer currently utilizes cell-phone·based telemetry provided by Mission Communications, a national telemetry <:ompany. He is pleased with the Mission Communications system and has received good service !rom the company. Cell-phone based technology has numerous advantages to the system we are currently using, including the ability to be Integrated into our current system, eliminating the need to replace what we have now all at once. 
We are in receipt of a proposal from BL Andersc>n (the local representative for Mission Communications). The proposal includes two sensors; 1) in the Lawson Run Sewer (this would replace the previous telemetry station at 23'' and Grandview), and 2) in the Grandview Stormwater storage facility (this is an additional location). The proposal also includes a rain gauge at the station. 

The proposal from BL Anderson is being reviewed. 
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,, ~·~, 
EXHIBIT J, PAGE 2 

' ( 
., 

' 
BL Anderson Compeny, Inc. 

SBB'i Ea~leRidge Court 
West Che•!er, DH 45069 

513.889.4746 Voice 
rnatt@blanderson.com 
YJWW.blanderson.com 

July 30, 2015 Proposal No. 2003 EO 

TO: Richard Duncan, PE 
City of Portsmouth 
Director of Wastewater and Flood Defense 

SUBJECT: Proposal for Level Monitoring of EO and Sewer a! 2311 Grandview Avenue, 
Portsmouth, Ohio 

Dear Mr. Duncan, 

BL Anderson Is pleased to present this proposal to the City of Portsmouth to provide 
remote monitoring ol the water level in the EO facility and 9-foot-diameter sewer at 2311 
Grandview Avenue. 

BL Anderson's scope of work includes the equipment, installation, and startup support 
listed in Table 1 hereafter. 

Tal:lle 1 
1 Dasetiption Price 
!Mission MBOD RTU in NE:MA 1 box with pulse board, first 
year of data service, and new account set up $ 3,000 
~iss ion OPC Driver to puli in data to existing SCADA syslem ( [ 
One time fee) I $ 1,995 

!Siemens LR250 Radar with 2 inch threaded PVDF connection . 
with explosion proof option 7ML5431-4PA20-0RH2, Includes 
hand programmer and power supply $ 4,240 
TR-525-USW 8 inch aluminum powder coaled rain gauge wiih 

1 heater opilon 1 $ 849 
1BL AndersonS!artup and Training (2 days) $ 4,BOO' 
SCADA !n!egra!ion by Rawdon Myers $ 2,400 I Electrical work (conduit, connection to elecltfcal drop, mount 
control Panel) Note: (Eiectrica!Drop by Others) I $ 2,800 

' iota! Cost! $ 20,0M ! 

Proposal Valldii!y: 30 Days from proposal dale 

Freigilt: FOB Factory wl!h lreight prepaid and indllded 

4-6 weeks following receipt of a purchase order 

Page 1 of 2 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROCESS SYSTEMS 
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rduncaml@faiconl.net 

Date: Thu, 17 Sep 2015 11:38:25 -0400 
If-om: Joe Varatta <joev@rawdonmyers.com> 

Subject: FW: Portsmouth 
To: "rdul1can1@fak:on1.net" <rduncanl@falconl.net> Cc: Dennis Link <Dennyl@rawdonmyers.com> 

EXHIBIT J, PAGE 4 

_Bl£bilHL - · -· -- - - ----- -·- ·- . . ---·-

PA6E 04/05 

l'mforwarding a copy of our Dennis Link's findings in reference to his visit of September 
gth 2015. Dennis Unk and larry Miller wiH visit Portsmouth tomorrow September 18th to view four stations they didn't get to in their last visit. We will forward a copy of Dennis and Larry's report. At that time we'd like to meet with you and lay out a action plan. 

Thank you 

Joe Varatta 
Cl~>l:) II fiJl,WC)OI•J MVI!:Il:S,, ii'I!C. 
300 Milford Parkway I Milford, OH 45150 
E: jvaratta@rawdonmyers.com 
P: 513-965-6696 I F: 513-965-5314 I M: 513-460-0056 
www .rawdonmyers. com 

fi'"om: Dennis Unk 
Sem:: Thursday, September 10, 2015 8:45 Af>l 
To: Joe Varatta 
Subject: Portsmouth 

Joe 

Electronic copy of yesterday's trip 

Dennis Link 

Director of Engineering 
Office: 513-965-5300 
Direct: 513-965-5688 
Fax:513-965-5313 

Cell: 513-460-0050 
Email: diink@rawdonmyers.com 

Attachment: DAILY LOG Report_09092015DL.doc (49k bytes) Open 
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EXHIBIT J, PAGE 5 

300 Milford Parkway • Milford, OH 45150 • (513) 965-5300 Phone • (513) 965-53 !4 Fax 

DAILY LOG REPORT 

Job#: RM1689 Job Name: Portsmouth, OH 

Commelllts: 
Larry Miller and I went to the job site to investigate the problems with the WWTP 
telemetry system. Upon arrival, we found that nine (9) sites were in data fail and 
were not communicating. Three (3) oftlie sites were not functioning due to known 
causes such as damaged from car taking poll down and or removed because the 
original site was being moved. TI1ese sites were: Buch Alley, 23nl & Grandview, 
and Ohio Power. The Ohio Power site was ready to be powered up a.nd put back 
online. We checked the radio strength level coming into the plant and found no 
signal from Ohio Power, Woodland Heights, Kiff St., Stewart & Division, and 
Harding. 

We went to the Ohio Power site after plant personnel powered the station back up 
and said they had no indication on the Multitrode screen. We were able to verify 
that the screen was blank and may have a multittode issue at this site. We also 
found no radio signal leaving the site. We did fmd the coax connector was shorted 
out going to the polyphaser. Tried to clean up the cmmector, but recommend that 
the connector be replaced with a new one on our next trip. This site seems to have 
a multitrode issue that will need more investigation. 

We also went to the Garage Lift Station since this site was also in failure mode. 
Plant personnel stated that this site had a new or repaired radio that had worked for 
awhile after Alan had replaced it, but began to fail. The radio RSSI level from this 
site looked good ( -65dbm range) but still would not communicate. This site may 
also have a multitrode issue with communications. 

There is a defective computer monitor on the primary computer at the plant, so we 
had to rely on the backup computer. All of the flood station sites were 
communicating and seemed to be functioning properly. We will need to further 
investigate the four sites on the East side oftown to check why there is no signal 
coming frum them. We believe that they are being repeated through The Scioto 
WVVTP which was functiorJng about 90% of the time with good communications. 
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EXHIBIT J, PAGE 6 

We believe that some of the issues are being caused by marginal coax connectors 
and may have some multitrode communication problems. Per plant personnel, ------------theyllave-pewereddownsome-sitesand-have-na:Usomesuccesswilli-poweriiig­
them back up to get communications functioning. This procedure doesn't work at 
all sites though. Multltrode did have a time out issue at one time which should 
have been corrected with a firmware upgrade a couple of years ago. 

In conclusion, at least another trip will be needed to replace some coax connectors 
and further investigate multitrode issues and radios on the East side of town. 

Signature: Dermis Link Date: September 9, 2015 
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Desai, Sudhir 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Gary: 

Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com> 
Tuesday, September 29, 2015 1:46PM 
Prichard, Gary 
Desai, Sudhir 
City's MOM 

I requested a copy of the city of Portsmouth's Management, Operations, and Maintenance plan from 
the state of Ohio EPA. I've been informed that U.S. EPA has it. Could you please have someone 
locate it for me and send me a PDF copy as soon as possible? 

Thank you. 

Jane 

M. Jane Murray 
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercitv.biogspotcom 

1 
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Desai, Sudhir 

From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com> 
Wednesday, September 30, 2015 9:18AM 
Wouldn't the public love the facts 

So you will know what the PDTimes is parroting and what the facts are. Did they publish ANY photos 
----otwl:lat-we-sufferedJuL)<'-14~2D-152Ihe_an&wer_i~QL _________________________________________________ _ 

Council members, get the facts. We need you to do that: 

http://wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspotcom/ 

M. Jane Murray 
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercitv.biogspotcom 

1 
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Desai, Sudhir 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.corn> 
Friday, October 02, 2015 9:23AM 
Prichard, Gary 

Cc: Desai, Sudhir 
Subject: Re: City's MOM 

Gary: 

I have received a copy of the city's MOM and thus no longer need you to provide one to us. 

Thanks very much, 

Jane 

M. Jane Murray 
www.wegottroublerighthereinrlvercitv.bioqspolcom 

From: Jane Murray <mjanernurray@yahoo.com> 
To: Gary Prichard <prichard.gary@epa.gov> 
Cc: Sudhir Desai <desai.sudhir@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2015 2:46 PM 
Subject: City's MOM 

Gary: 

I requested a copy of the city of Portsmouth's Management, Operations, and Maintenance 
plan from the state of Ohio EPA. I've been informed that U.S. EPA has it. Could you please 
have someone locate it for me and send me a PDF copy as soon as possible? 

Thank you. 

Jane 

M. Jane Murray 
www.wegottroubleriqhthereinrivercity.blogspotcom 

1 





Desai, Sudhir 

From: Desai, Sudhir 
Sent: 
To: 

Monday, October 19, 2015 3:34 PM 
Maraldo, Dean 

Subject: FW: Letter from residents affected by July 14 2015 CSO basement backups 
Attachments: Letter to Regional Administrator Hedman et al from Area Residents Regarding Repeated 

Sewage Backups. pdf; Portsmouth Ohio July 14 2015 Storm Aftermath and Basement 
______________ c _ _l'lackuos_ili:loll_er2Qt5~pdf;.Jl1l)LL2Jl15-etnailto-8-'v'aA-'!=i~aOO-QeaR-Mamlde-~retmel-~----~- ----------- Retention Basin and other questions from Portsmouth neighbors. pdf; Derek Allen July 15 

email to.Jane Murray.pdf; city door to door list July 14 2015.pdf 

Hi Dean, 
Pat suggested I share the below inf01·mation with you. 

I got the below message from Jane Murray of Portsmouth, OH today. I plan to brief Pat and others involved. 

Thank you. 

Sudhir 

From: Jane Murray [mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, October 19, 2015 2:46PM 
To: Desai, Sudhir 
Subject: Fw: Letter from residents affected by July 14 2015 CSO basement backups 

Sudhir: 

My sincerest apologies. I accidently sent this email to your personal email address to which I've sent 
pictures of my dog Annie. 

I hope this in no way creates a problem for you. 

Jane 

M. Jane Murray 
www.wegottroubleriqhthereinrivercitv.biogspolCom 

----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com> 
To: Susan Hedman <hedman.susan@epa.aov>; Robert Kaplan <kaplan.robert@eoa.gov>: Tinka G. Hyde 
<hyde.tinka@epa.gov>; Patrick E. Kuefler <kuefler.patrick@epa.gov> 
Cc: Sudhir Desai <sudhirvdesai@aol.com>; Gary Prichard <prichard.aary@epa.gov>; Larry Essman 
<lessman@roadrunner.com>; Robert Forrey <robert.rforr1 @gmail.com>; Ruth Marasek 
<ruthmarasek1 @msn.com>; Brenda Mccane <brendamccane@yahoo.com>; Alan Barlow 
<agbarlow@frontier.com>; Travis Smith <jeepmaster83@live.com>; Janice Shanks 
<ianiceshanks@yahoo.com>; Vicci Felts <viccifelts@gmail.com>; Donna Voorheis 
<donnavoorhe.ls40@gmail.com>; Sue Zoellner <shadowz05@aol.com>; Debra Atkinson 
<dmalas1 8@yahoo.com>; Teresa Kelly <kellymiel1000@yahoo.com>; Cindy Burke <ahehl1 920@gmail.com>; Tom Lowe <tklowe55@qmail.com>; Jennifer Witte <jennifer.witte@epa.state.oh.us>; "jack.knapp@epa.oh.lo.gov" 
<jack.knapp@epa.ohio.gov>; "ken.mettler@epa.ohio.gov" <ken.mettler@epa.ohio.gov>; 
"marco.deshaies@epa.ohio.gov" <marco.deshaies@epa.ohio.gov>; "laura.factor@epa.ohio.gov" 
<laura.factor@epa.ohio.gov> 

1 



Sent: Monday, October 19, 2015 3:09PM 
Subject: Letter from residents affected by July 14 2015 CSO basement backups 

Please see attached letter and documents. 

For further information, you may wish to peruse my blog at: 

http:! /wegottroublerighthereinrivercity. biogspot. com/ 

Thank you. 

Jane Murray 

M. Jane Murray 
WeGotTroubleRightHereinRiverCity 

2 



Some of the Residents & Homeowners of Portsmouth, OH Affected by Repeated CSO Backups Into Our Basements 

October 19, 2015 

Susan Hedman 
Regional Administrator 

________ U.S. EE'i\.B~LoJL5 ___________ ~-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Robert A. Kaplan 
Deputy Regional Administrator 

Tinka Hyde 
Director, Water Division 

Patrick Kuefler 
Chief, Enforcement Section 

City Councilmembers, City of Portsmouth 

Dear Administrator Hedman, Deputy Regional Administrator Kaplan, Director Hyde, Mr. Kuefler, and City of 
Portsmouth Officials: 

As you may know by now, we have once again had widespread CSOs, potentially SSOs since the construction 
involved separating sewers, and backup in our homes. We have gathered some information and photos and 
have thus far confirmed combined sewer/storm water back up in 23 houses on 5 streets. City records confirm 
another 8. Thirty-one and we know there are more. A brief history, questions, and requests follow. 

1. The backups began in 1997 after build-out at the hospital; other development has occurred since and 
the city did not require any or adequate storm water run-off controls. Ohio EPA records speak to this. 

2. Large, widespread backups in 2008 led U.S. EPA to request changes to the city's L TCP prepared by 
Stilson & Associates. Rick Duncan hired Strand & Associates to prepare the revised plan for more than 
$125,000 but it was not 'approvable' according to the Agency. 

3. Mayor Jane Murray was compelled by the Agency in 2010 under Sec. 308 of the Clean Water Act to 
submit an approvable plan (see attached letter to Mayor Murray from Director Hyde). The key reasons 
are very clear: 

H. DEVELOPMENT OF A LONG TERM CONTROL PLAN 

EPA has reviewed the LTCP submitted by Portsmouth in 2006, as well as the 
Update to the LTCP submitted in June 2009. B;w..d on the review, EPA has determined 
that Portsmouth has not (!) developed and selected alternatives to control its CSOs 
consistent with EPA's Combined Sewer Overflow Control Policy (59 Federal Register 
18688, April 19, 1994), and (2} developed a.'l acceptable schedule to implement CSO 
controls. To address these deficiencies, and satisfY the requirements of 40 C.F.R. § 
l22.4l(m) pertaining to secondary treatment bypasses, this request requires Portsmout.'l 
to develop and submit a revised LTCP which: (l) ensures that the City constructs 
measures to eliminate or, to the extent that elimination is not feasible, reduce to the 
fullest extent feasible the number and volume of bypasses around secondary treatment 
units at Portsmouth's wastewater treatment plant and (2) ensures that Portsmouth's CSOs 
comply with the requirements ofthe City's NPDES permit and the CW A. The revised 
LTCP shall include information which satisfies the requirements of paragraphs l to 14 
below. To the extent that any of Portsmouth's previous work produced information 
required under this request, Portsmouth should reflect that information in the revised 
LTCP. 
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4. Mayor Murray hired Environmental Engineering Services and they worked with the city and the Agency, 

held a public meeting and submitted a plan in October 2010. Their work cost $25,000. 

5. US EPA approved the submitted plan in April 2011. 

6. Phase 1 of this plan was designed to address the basement backups in the Grandview neighborhood.· 

Its cost was $1.4 Million and would have been in place in 2013. 

7. The total plan was phased so that the city would be in compliance and the final phase which cost $34 

Million would not have to be built. 

8. After Mayor Murray's recall, the new administration hired back Richard Duncan, the wastewater director 

that Mayor Murray fired. He and the city hired back Strand & Associates and an environmental attorney 

and asked the Agency to set aside the approved plan. 

9. A new manager of Portsmouth's case was brought on board by the Agency, Ms. Barbara VanTil. She 

and Mr. Sudhir Desai met with former Mayor Murray in early December 2011. Ms. Murray expressed 

her displeasure with the delays and asked why the plan was set aside. 

10. Ms. VanTil stated that the city and strand wanted to look at what was being done in Cincinnati and 

perhaps adopt some of their strategies. At Ms. Murray's insistence, Ms. Van Til promised us that she 

would move quickly and it didn't matter that the holidays were upcoming. 

11. More than a year later, however, the city submitted a revised plan and the Agency incorporated it in an 

AOC to which the public was asked to respond. 

12. A public hearing on the Agency's AOC was held in February 2013. Numerous questions were asked 

but in our opinion not satisfactorily answered. One importantquestion was asked by Dr. Robert Forrey 

and we bring it to your attention. The following is from his blog: 

http :1/rivervices. blogspot. co m/20 13/02/ oh-epa-death-by-ch ocolate-death-by. html 

The question I asked the panel on stage was how come there was no mention during the Information 

hour of the important statement in the agreement that charged the Respondent (the city) with 

repeated violations of the Sciotoville and Portsmouth permits governing the city's handling of sewage 

water and storm water, and the violation by the city of the requirements of Section 301 of the Clean 

Water Act, the federal law governing polluted water throughout the United States. What follows is 

a photocopy of the section of the agreement I am alluding to: 

Permit. ..1nd in vioL=ttion nfp.an ILF flfthc Pnn::;;rn(mth PcrrnlL Re;-;;pondcn! has ~l':'fl rcpcarcd1y 

_t,tmharinn5 in 'ran HL2 of the Pon5mnmh Pc.nn1t. 

described in 'Paragraph F, con;;:tinHcs.: :1 y\obtlon of the r<?quirc-mcnts of Section :;oi ofth,:: Cico.n 

From the draft agreement between OH EPA and city of Portsmouth 

It was Duncan who answered my question why the charges against the city (and him principally) had not been 

mentioned. He said the part of the draft ag1·eement I referred to was "boilerplate" language and didn't really 

mean much. His answer like his Power Point presentation was an effort to deceive and obfuscate. The 

Respondent referred in F of page 4 of the draft agreement is not just anybody or any city; it applies 

specifically to Portsmouth, which a number of times, during storms, had discharged raw sewage into the Ohio 

River. I asked the panel if they agreed with Duncan that it was boilerplate language and didn't really mean 
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much. The EPA representative, Barbara VanTil, sitting immediately to Duncan's left on the panel nodded her 
head in agreement with him and murmured "Yes." 

13. Does the Agency agree with Ms. VanTil's response? We found and find it incredulous. Does the 
Agency not take enforcement seriously? Does the Agency allow its representatives to make such 

_______ ",~€looffiatifm-s"-witF1-irnp!ifli~?-9ees-!fle-A,eney-agree-with a pllased-approactnwermanyyears----------­
to eliminate SSOs and CSO backups into our homes? 

14. The Agency approved the city's requested changes in a revised AOC 09/27/2013. 
15. The city hired Strand to do Phase 1 which was to address the basement backups in the Grandview 

area. The city spent more than $4 Million in design and construction fees, built the project in 2014 and 
2015 and YETweand our neighborhood had a massive sewage backup July 14, 2015. See Grandview 
Area Sewage Backups July 14 2015 (attached) 

16. We have made repeated inquiries since the Agency's approval of the city's revised plans in 2013 as to 
the veracity of the engineering calculations and other plan requirements. And, we have repeatedly 
asked the city for public meetings_ The latest request to the Agency was dated July 7, 2015 (see 
attached). We have had NO responses from the Agency nor the city. 

17. The city submitted the "Lawson Run Sewer Separation Feasibility Report" May 2015, three months later 
than ·rnitially required by the 2013 AOC. We are still reviewing the Strand/City Sewer Separation Report 
but initially are very concerned about the costing procedures and their veracity and are quite concerned 
about statements such as those found at: 4.04SEWER SEPARATION FEASIBILITY REPORT PART Ill 
CONCLUSIONS" It has been found that separation of LRTS is technically feasible by traditional construction 
methods. A present value construction cost was developed; however, it is not recommended the City move 
forward with LRTS separation without first comparing this approach, its cost, and CSO reduction to existing 
alternatives. 

18. Essentially, this is the same approach that Strand and the City took in 2Q09- millions of dollars more 
for MORE STUDIES! All the while, complaining there is NO money. 

19. To reiterate for emphasis- Strand submitted updates to the city's Long Term Control Plan to the 
Agency in 2009 (at the cost of $125,000+ to the tax payers), no public meeting was held though Strand 
and the city said there would be, and the Agency said the plan not "approvable"; ergo, the January 
2010 Information Request Under Section 308 of the Clean Water Act letter signed by Director Hyde to 
Mayor Murray. 

20. Strand's updates were based on the city's Long Term Control Plan prepared by Stilson & Associates 
that had been previously submitted to the Agency at a cost to the taxpayers of more than $610,000. 

21. During Mayor Murray's tenure, the Long Term Plan updates required by the 308 letter were completed 
by Environmental Engineering Services, a public meeting held, and the final report submitted in 
October 2010. As previously stated this was approved by the agency in formal action in April 2011. 

22. The city (its taxpayers) have paid Strand & Associates nearly $1 Million in fees in the past year and a 
half, and have once again given the Agency a plan that is not approvable, just like we taxpayers have 
paid for the $4 Million + project Strand recommended to solve the basement backup problem that July 
14, 2015 proved was NOT solved at all. 

23. While the Agency has no control over what the city council approves, the Agency does have the 
technical ability and the legal responsibility (Sec. 309) to enforce the AOC and laws under the Clean 
Water Act and the requirements under the city's NPDES permit. We respectfully request that you do 
just that NOW. We have NO faith in the city of Portsmouth. 

24. The Agency was making progress we feel toward correcting the problems until Ms. VanTil took over the 
Portsmouth case. We have no confidence in her or her involvement to protect us. It appears she is 
merely allowing the city and Strand do whatever they want without regard to effect. 

25. We, the undersigned, representing but a few of our neighbors in Portsmouth ask that you immediately 
remove Barbara VanTil from the Portsmouth case and any further involvement including any 
supervisory role. 

26. We also request that you require the city to immediately (yesterday is preferable) reinstall the telemetry 
equipment it moved, installed and then took out and operate under the operational change per Mr. 
Bramscher's October 2008 letter. The city manager now states that a different system will be installed 



Some of the Residents & Homeowners of Portsmouth, OH Affected by Repeated CSO Backups Into Our Basements 

"sometime in 2016". His records also reflect that the city did not maintain the telemetry equipment. 

Copies of this have been forwarded to Mr. Desai and Mr. Prichard. 

27. We have requested through our Council member, Mr. Meadows, that a public meeting organized and 

moderated by the residents be held soon so that we can present information and ask questions and get 

definitive answers. We believe the public has been misled as to the projects and the costs and we 

believe even the city council is not aware of the complicated history and costs. We respectfully request 

that the Agency send appropriate personnel and specifically invite the new Chief of Enforcement Mr 

Kuefler and Mr. Desai to attend this public meeting, as well as any other Agency personnel you deem 

appropriate. We would like to schedule it as soon as possible . 

. 28. We respectfully request that owing to his incompetence and repeated lack of regard for us, our homes, 

property and health, that the City Council by resolution require the city manager to fire Rick Duncan. It 

is to everyone's benefit that he be replaced with an honest, honorable and eminently qualified civil 

engineer. 
29. We request that City Council immediately cancel any contract work with Strand & Associates. 

30. Would any of you buy our houses? 

On behalf of ourselves and our neighbors, please advise us of your decisions with respect to the above 

questions and requests. 

Sincerely, 

Ruth and Bob Marasek 
2309 Grandview Avenue 

Donna Voorheis 
2407 Grandview Avenue 

Brenda McCane 
2505 Shawnee Road 

Larry Essman 
2417 Grandview Avenue 

Amy Sand 
2730 Shawnee Road 

Cynthia Hehi-Burke 
2718 Shawnee Road & 2501 Shawnee Rd. 

Cc: .Sudhir Desai, US EPA 
Gary Prichard, US EPA 
Residents 
OH EPA Officials 
City Manager Derek Allen 
City Solicitor John Haas 
City Auditor Trent Williams 

Debra Atkinson 
2329 Grandview Avenue 

M. Jane Murray 
1920 Dorman Drive 

Susan McQuinley 
2411 Grandview Avenue 

Sue & David Zoellner 
2306 Grandview Avenue 

Teresa Kelly 
2227 Grandview Avenue 



Portsmouth hio 

Storm 

Tuesday, July 14, 2015 

Began pproximately 
5:20-- 5:25 pm 



Grandview at Dorman Drive 



2718 Shawnee Road 

"We stopped going north in the 2700 block of Grandview when every resident stated that they were dry and had no 
water at all in their basements." Derek Allen, Portsmouth city manager. 



video of 2730 Shawnee.MOV 

2730 Shawnee After Slowed.MOV 



2505 Shawnee Road 





Dumpsters Need at 2718 & 2726 Shawnee Road 

2309 Grandview 



1920 Dorman 

Shawnee Road 



Shawnee & Street- hospital uphill to right 
This photo and the following were taken by city employees and elected officials 

and provided under Ohio Open Records request 













Underground Retention Basin & Other AOC Compliance Issues 

Barbara: 

We have some questions for you regarding the build-o'ut by the City to address the 18-year old basement CSO back-up and its efforts to comply with the Agency's AOC. 

1. Has the City submitted engineering data to the Agency as requested regarding the smaller underground storage basin built on Grandview? 
2. If so, what is the Agency's determination regarding sufficiency to correct our basement fiooding problems in the Gandview/Shawnee/251

h Street area? 
3. If the City has not submitted the required data, when will it be submitted? 
4. The City had the telemetry equipment on Grandview Avenue at 23"' Street removed last week. Was this premature? What evidence is there that it should have been removed prior to the Agency's determination regarding revised plans, smaller than proposed underground storage, etc.? For your information, this was installed in 2010 at the suggesf1on of the Agency and part of an operational directive. This was done to protect us and give advance warning to the plant operators that the system is reaching overload in our neighborhood. 
5. We have asked for public meetings so that we can learn what has and is being done and so that we might ask questions. Our requests by the City have gone unanswered. In view of that, we once again request that the Agency hold a public meeting as soon as practicable so that we can learn, ask questions, and get definitive answers. We realize you can ask the City to attend and they will comply with your request. 
6. As a result of last week's rains, some in the neighborhood have experienced some minor basement backup. Others experienced seepage and overland storm water flooding. We are still contacting neighbors and will put together a more complete list; however, it must be stated that many of our more active neighbors who have had repeated massive backups for more than 18 years have moved and or died. We haven't had time to establish contact with any new . owners/residents. Also, last week's rain would not be categorized as a major event. 



7. The storm water configurations on 25th Street and the confluence of 251h& Grandview have been 

drastically changed with the recent subsurface work and pavement resurfacing. Again, we have 

not been privy to information on the rationale or efficacy of such changes but question the 

outcome as Mr. & Mrs. Essman observed storm water running down 25th, bypassing the storm 

water drains and crashing into the street. Photos show that storm water grates were completely 

removed on 25th Street. There are NO surface drains except one at a fall-out to a 4# or so PVC 

pipe on the north side of 25th (and at residence) and one small round open drain at the 25th and 

Grandview intersection. 
8. The hospital, SOMC Hospice & Laundry, Hillview Retirement Center, a private doctor's office and 

other development has occurred in our neighborhood that does not comply with local ordinances 

& regulations and are not addressed, we believe, in the previous engineering calculations 

submitted by the City as part of the AOC. Have you since received these data? 

9. The downspout removal program initiated by the city that affects ONLY some 60+ residences in 

the area has been poorly and unevenly implemented. In fact, we contend, as Mr. Essman has 

repeatedly written, that this program has merely made the water seepage problem worse I 

10. Also, no other retrofitting has been required by entities such as those noted in #8. Once again, in 

your review of compliance to the AOC we ask the Agency to review this so that we might 

understand and possibly seek redress. 

Thank you for your attention to this request. 

Jane Murray & Larry Essman 

M. Jane Murray 



RE: Combined Sewer Backup & Overland Storm Water Flooding 

People 

----------• Derek All€H <:::DAllen@pru:tsmeuthoh.org 
• 
• Jul l5 at 12:15 PM 

To 

• Jane Murray 
• Gary Prichard 
• Barbara Van Til 
• Tinka G. Hyde 
• John Haas 
• rduncan1@falcon1.net 

cc 

• Susan Hedman 
• Dean Maraldo 
• Sudhir Desai 
• Councilmember Gene Meadows 
• Kevin E. Johnson 
• and 1 0 more ... 

Dear Ms. Murray: 

City employees and City Police went door to door last night after the rain event. I was present and 
coordinated this effort. We went to every house we could (however, you are correct we did not go to 
yours) and asked if the residents bad water or flooding in their basement. We stopped going north in the 
2700 block of Grandview when every resident stated that they were dry and had no water at all in their 
basements. 

Each house was checked, address and n~ne taken and recorded. If the occupant said they had water we 
went in and viewed and took pict]..ITes. In every instance there was no evidence what-so-ever of CSO 
backup. Any house that had water, the water was clear. Some houses had water seeping from basement 
walls. Only twobouses I entered had water in any portion(the floor was multi-leveled) of their basement 
and it was 1-2" in depth and was clear water. In these no determination could be made if the water was 
coming from pasement walls. The rest had no standing water. Most had evidence the floor was wet but 
the water had since drained down their floor drains. Again, most houses had evidence of a wet floor but 
no house had any standing water. Residents were understanding and absolutely no one said it was worse 
than before. This statement is blatantly false. If you claim what you say is true then please provide 
names and addresses of these home owners so we may speak to them regarding their. problem. 

The manholes on the 400,000 gallon underground storage structure were opened after the rain and the 
structure was not completely full. The estimate was that the structure was 75% full. It worked as 
designed. The street flooding was due to grass, weyds, leaves and mulch clogging the catch basins. Once 



this was removed the street quickly drained. In the 2700 block once the debris was removed the two feet 

of water in the street drained in less than two minutes. 

The flooding at fue intersection at 25" and Coles (in the street) will be mitigated when the 

detention/retention facility is constructed in fue fall.. Even with tllis issue when the basements 

surrounding this intersection were entered there was no standing water. 

Mr. Duncan and I personally spoke with Mr. Essman last night and he did not have a problem and he was 

not upset. 

What you fail to mention is fuat with fue storm offuat magnitude there was flooding all over fue city. The 

flooding in this area was just as bad as other areas, 

The purpose of the project was to protect borne from combined or sanitary sewer bac1.'llps. Dry 

basements were never guaranteed. 

1 saw your blog and in my opinion it was untrue and misleading. I believe this email is also misleading. 

Derek K. Allen, JCMA-CM 
City Manager 
City of Portsmouth 
728 Second Street 
Portsmouth, Ohio 45662 


